
FROM OUR PRINCIPAL 

ATS Stars Continue to Shine 
By Holly Hawthorne, ATS Principal 

 

April/May 

Calendar 
 
 

April 22 
Kindergarten 

Donuts for Dad 
9 a.m. 

 
April 24 

PTA  Dance Around the 
World Multicultural 

AssemblyðKarim Nagi 
Mohammad 

2 p.m.  
  

April 29 
Report Cards! 

PTA Event: Math Night 
6ï8 p.m. 

  
May 4 

Beginning of  
Staff Appreciation Week 

  
May 5 

PTA Executive Board Mtg  
ATS Library 

All Parents Welcome 
6:30 p.m. 

 
May 14 

Spring Music Concert 
6:30ï8 p.m. 

  
May 22 

PTA Asian Multicultural 
Assemblyð 

Chinese Acrobats 
2 p.m. 
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ATS wins 2009 Governorsô Award for Educational Excellence!  
This award is the highest honor under the Virginia Index of Performance (VIP) incentive pro-
gram created by the Board of Education to advance Governor Kaineôs ñcompetence to excel-
lenceò agenda to encourage advanced learning and achievement in the Commonwealthôs 
public schools. ATS won this award in 2008 as well. Congratulations to all ATS parents, stu-
dents, and staff members. Great schools donôt happen by chance, they happen by design. 
 

April is a fun-filled month. April is 
math and gardening month and con-
tains the National Library Week, Young 
Peopleôs Poetry Week, Volunteer 
Week, and National TV Turnoff Week! 
Thank you to all the parents and stu-
dents who have been working hard 
pulling weeds, trimming bushes, and 
cleaning up the courtyard getting ready 
for spring. In other news, Author Sallie 
Lowenstein worked with all our fifth-
grade students on March 30. The 
county fifth-grade Math Dice Tourna-
ment will be held on Saturday, April 18, 
at Barrett Elementary School, and ATS 
Family Math Night will be Wednesday, 
April 29. Last year our Math Dice team 

ATS and AAH: Same Same, but Different 
By Cynthia Margeson, former ATS Teacher 
 
I have just returned from my fifth visit to the Arlington Academy of Hope in rural Bumwalu-
kani, Uganda, and when I start to compare ATS and AAH, I think of the phrase, ñsame same, 
but different.ò The school compound is modern and by far the largest and most permanent 
structure for miles around. At times when I am talking to students or teachers, I hear myself 
repeating some of Ms. Hawthornesôs expressions like the ñABCs of Success,ò ñMake good 
choices,ò ñLearn to read so you can read to learnò and ñTuck in your shirt!ò 
 

In both schools, all children arrive on time and eager for another day of school. AAH students 
walk or run from five minutes to more than an hour in order to arrive by 7:30 each day. No big 
yellow buses or parent drivers . . . Same same, but different. 
 

All students come to school with clean and neat clothes with shirts tucked in. AAH students 
proudly wear a school uniform and polished shoes. On Fridays they wear a Reading Carnival 
T-shirt to show their link to ATS . . . Same same, but different. 
 

AAH assemblies are on Monday and Friday from 7:50 to 8:30. They are managed by a differ-

See ATS and AAH, page 2 

Ms Hankins, Mrs. Honeywell, Ms. Hawthorne, and Mrs. Katsanis 
with 2nd graders. (Photo courtesy of Lisa Blanton) 

 



won first place! This yearôs team is Austin Do, Julia Land-
ini, Justin Szczerbinski, and Rita Yang; alternates are 
Ronald Kim and Apollo Yong. 
 

Principal for the Day. Stop by ATS on Wednesday, April 
29, and you will find a new principalðZach Kahn, fifth-
grader, will be ñPrincipal for the Day.ò If you have any 
questions or concerns to share with him, please feel free 
to call or stop by the school. 
 

Important testing. ATS students will participate in the 
following testing activities: 

Degrees of Reading Power (DRP)ðAll second grade 
students will take the DRP Test the last week in April. 
The test is designed to measure reading comprehen-
sionðhow well a child understands what is read. The 
test is not timed, and the score is reported in DRP units. 

SOL tests will be taken online this year. The testing 
window is May 18ïJune 5. Third-grade students will 
test the first week. Fourth and fifth-grade students will 
test after Memorial Day. Classroom teachers will let 
you know the exact dates and times of tests. 
} Grade 3ðReading, Math, Science, History  
} Grade 4ðReading, Math, History 
} Grade 5ðReading, Math, Science 
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ent class each week and include singing, words of wisdom, announce-
ments, news reading, and a skit or choral reading by that class. All stu-
dents stand in class lines for the entire assembly . . . Same same, but 
different. 
  

Teachers at both schools are incredibly dedicated, present at school 
from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. All are there for the childrenôs benefit. They 
make lesson plans, charts, and prepare learning materials. AAH teach-
ers face 40 to 50 students for each class. AAH teachers have moved 
with or without their families to this rural village and they too, must walk 
some distances to arrive at school on time . . . Same same, but different. 
  

Ugandans like to claim Jinja, the source of the Nile River as the ñPearl of 
Africa.ò But I would have to argue that the Library Learning Center at 
AAH, is at least the ñpearl of eastern Uganda.ò Children flock there be-

fore, during and after school. They are anxious to exchange books every 
single day. Five years ago we had a few plastic wash basins full of books 
that students could read at break timeðthe first books with colored illustra-
tions they had ever held. Now we have many shelves stocked with books, 
and students are eager to find new books. Most of them have become en-
thusiastic readers. They are anxiously awaiting their 4th Summer Reading 
Challenge, which Mrs. Gandy, Ms. Hawthorne, and I are working on . . . 
Same same, but different. 
 

The Arlington Academy of Hope is successful in Uganda, in part due to the 
support and interest that ATS has shown over the years. They have heard 
a lot about ATS and would all love to visit America. Because of the educa-
tion they are receiving, and the future careers they are working toward, 
one of them just might show up at ATS one day! 

ATS and AAH, continued from page 1 

AAH students at a  school assembly. (Photo courtesy of 
Cynthia Margeson) 

Practice tests can be installed on your home computer:  
www.pearsonaccess.com/cs/Satellite?c=Page&childpage 
name=Virginia/vaPALPLayout&cid=1175826755281& 
pagename=vaPALPWrapper.  
First install the launcher at the top of the screen. Then 
click on any test title to access it. All our students will be 
well prepared and successful! 
 

Applications for incoming students. ATS 2009ï10  
applications are due April 15 by 4 p.m. Siblings and ATS 
VPI have preference, but you must attend two orientations 
(ATS and home school) and get your application in by 
April 15. The lottery will be held Monday, April 18, at  
1 p.m. 
 

Thank you ATS Volunteers! Since this is poetry and  
volunteer monthðhereôs a poem for all our ATS volunteer 
starsé  
 
Youôre always there for others, as you show how 

much you care.  
You brighten lives around you with the warmth 

and skills you share.  
You make a difference in everything you do.  
Weôre grateful to have special volunteers like you! 

Teacher Grace leads the P1 class at AAH.  
(Photo courtesy of Cynthia Margeson) 
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New Back-to-School Supply Kit Program 
By Dale Proctor, ATS PTA President 
 

Even though we are approaching the end of this school year, we are already planning for next fall. We 
will be using the convenient services of Staples SchoolKidz and their Teacher TailoredÊ back-to-school 
supply kit program. 
 

Staples SchoolKidz offers items that are chosen by the teachers so the kit is exactly what is on your child's supply list. 
Best of all, the entire package comes in a personalized kit, with your child's name labeled on the reusable storage box. 
We're hoping that you will find that the program will save you time, making "back-to-school time" less hectic. We will cir-
culate order forms in the coming weeks. You will also have the option of ordering directly online. All kits will be delivered 
to the school. 
 

Each supply kit will also contain the following extras: personalized storage box, 40 personalized student ID labels, 
money from home envelopes, important school dates magnet, school notes pad. We are offering this program as a ser-
vice to the students and parents of our school. THIS IS NOT A FUNDRAISER. And because this is purchased through 
the school, there is no sales tax on the kit cost! 
  

A sample kit can be viewed in the school office during regular school hours. We believe this is a wonderful program for 
purchasing your child's exact school supplies and encourage you to take advantage of this offer. If, however, you choose 
to purchase supplies on your own, please use the order form as your student's class list. 
 

Look for order forms to come home in the next few weeks! 

Announcement for Book Lovers  
By Cynthia Margeson, Former ATS Teacher 
 

Please start thinking about clearing 
out your bookshelves and making 
a pile of books for the 3rd annual 
Used Book Sale June 10 through 
12. Your donations of books will be 
collected in the library in late May. 
We then sell your used books to 
other ATS students and take all the 
money to Uganda to support the 
reading program at AAH. All books 
are $1, and last yearôs sale made 
more than $1,300. If you have any 
questions, please contact Mrs. 
Hunn from the library at 
jocelyn_hunn@apsva.us. Thank 
you very much, or, wanyali naabi!! 

AAH students in the school library. The ATS PTA helped to 
fund the furniture. (Photo courtesy of Cynthia Margeson) 

Please Help Our Ashlawn Neighbors! 
By Tommy Lo, VP for Community Relations 
 

Here's a great way to feed your family and help our neighbors at Ashlawn Elementary. 
Just order dinner from Domino's on the first Thursday of each month, and Ashlawn 
will get 20 percent of the dinner price! The dates are Thursdays 5/7 and 6/4. 
 

You must print out the form at atspta.org/pdfs/fundraiserforms/ashlawndomino.pdf, fill 
it out (put ñATSò for teacher) and give it to the delivery person. 
 

Also, you must order from one of the following Domino's locations: Seven Corners 
(703-533-9000), Ballston (703-243-0004), or Rosslyn/Clarendon (703-276-1400). 

Carry-out orders count too.  



Be positive! Help your child have a ñcan doò attitude by 
praising your childôs efforts as well as their accomplish-
ments. Acknowledge the fact that mathematics can be 
challenging at times and that persistence and hard 
work are the keys to success. Struggling at times in 
mathematics is normal and is actually necessary to, 
and valuable in, understanding mathematics.  

Link mathematics with daily life. Every day, people 
face situations that involve mathematics. Help your 
child realize that mathematics is a significant part of 
everyday life.  

Make mathematics fun. Play board games, solve 
puzzles, and ponder brain teasers with your child. 
Point out the mathematics involved, and have your 
child discuss the strategies he or she used.  

Learn about mathematics-related careers. Research 
different careers with your child. One source of  
information on careers involving mathematics is  
Career Ideas for Kids Who Like Math by Diane 
Lindsey Reeves.  

Have high expectations. Your attitude and expectations 
are crucial to influencing the future opportunities for 
your child. Communicate high expectations to your 
child and his teachers, counselors, and administrators.  

Support homework, donôt do it! Think of yourself as 
more of a guide rather than your childôs teacher. 
You can facilitate your childôs homework by asking 
questions and listening to your child. The simple act 
of having your child explain something out loud can 
often help them figure out the problem. Encourage 
your child to also show all their calculations or a 
description of their thinking process on paper to 
support the solution of the problem. This recording 
gives the students something to look back on and 
can also furnish the teacher with useful information 
about the studentôs reasoning and understanding. 

 

*From: A Familyôs Guide: Fostering Your Childôs Success in 
School Mathematics published by the National Council of  
Teachers of Mathematics 
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Fostering Your Childôs Success  

in School Mathematics 
By Lindy Millman, Math Instructional Resource 
Teacher, ATS & McKinley 
  

Mathematical literacy is essential for every childôs future. 
In todayôs world, we are bombarded with data that must 
be absorbed, sorted, organized, and used to make deci-
sions. Many of the activities that we do daily require 
mathematical competence. Almost 90 percent of all new 
jobs require math skills beyond the high school level. Most 
four-year colleges require three to four years each of high 
school math and science for admission. The mathematics 
that students learn and experience in elementary school 
help prepare them for the more complex math they will 
encounter when they reach middle and high school. 
 

The mathematics that students are learning today is much 
more than computation problems, equations, and word 
problems. Mathematics is a way of thinking and exploring. 
It is a language that helps us communicate about our 
world. Most important, mathematics is a tool that we all 
use daily to solve practical and abstract problems. 
 

A major goal for students today is to learn mathematics with 
understanding. No matter how well your child can perform 
calculations, this ability is not very useful if he or she does 
not know how to apply these skills. The goal is for your child 
to develop a lifelong understanding of mathematics that is 
useful both at home and in the workplace.  
 

In high-quality elementary, middle, and high school class-
rooms, students are actively involved in making sense of 
the mathematics they are learning. Learning is not a pas-
sive activity, but rather an active process of building new 
knowledge from experiences and prior knowledge. 
 

What Families Can Do: Ideas to Help Your Child  
Succeed in and Enjoy Mathematics* 

 

Volunteer for Math 

Night Fun!  
By Candace Foley, ATS Parent 
 

We need your help making Math 
Night another successful ATS event! 
Math night is on Wednesday, April 29, 
from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Please volunteer 
for one 45-minute shift, either  
6ï6:45 p.m. or 6:45ï7:30 p.m. 
 

If you can help, please contact  
Candace Foley (Kody Stremick's 
mom) at 703-875-0374 or e-mail  
candace.foley@gmail.com. 
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This yearôs very exciting Family Science and 
Technology night was held on February 25. 
There was a great turnout of students, their 
siblings and parents. We also saw some of 
the ATS alumni. 
  

The night rushed by as children moved through out the 
first floor looking at all of the science projects as well as 
trying all of the hands-on experiments. Student projects 
showed that students gave a lot of of thought to the ques-
tions they were pursuing and researched their projects 
with great interest. Each participant earned a blue ribbon. 
This yearôs ribbon was designed by our very own ATS 
students Garrett Fleming, Salome Handonez and Alex 
Yuan. 
  

Many stations were set up for the hands on activities, 
such as the one just outside of the gym where our young 
scientists had the opportunity to make and watch volca-
noes erupt using a combination of baking soda and vine-
gar. 
 

The children that participated in the molecule making sta-
tion learned about the atoms that can be linked together to 
create water. They were able to build their own models 
using two mini marshmallows to represent the hydrogen 
and one large marshmallow to represent the oxygen. The 
molecules were linked together with pretzel sticks. It was 
a great opportunity to learn as well as to snack on their 
creations. 
  

Expand a balloon was a huge hit. This station enabled the 
students to witness the effects of combing baking soda 
and vinegar within a balloon. In this experiment our young 
scientists put a measured amount of vinegar into a small 

water bottle and then spooned baking soda into the bal-
loon. They then covered the mouth of the bottle with the 
balloon. As the baking soda from the balloon combined 
with the vinegar in the bottle, the gases released from the 
chemical reaction caused the balloon to expand. 
  

At another station the students made ñgak,ò which showed 
that combining cornstarch and water (and a bit of food 
color for fun) created a polymer. Gak has the property of 
being firm, cool, and slick all at the same time. 
  

The level of interest in the hands on activities was so high 
that we discovered that some especially enthralled partici-
pants took home the safety goggles. If youôve discovered 
one of these at your home, would you please return the 
goggles to Mrs. Wardenôs 5th grade class? 
  

Ms. Hurley had an area showcasing many wonderful tech-
nology projects that students created. She also displayed 
a review of Internet safety, and presented a pledge the 
students signed to use the Internet appropriately at school 
and at home. Many people were spotted watching the vid-
eos of students completing some fun science experi-
ments. Ms. Hurley can always be found assisting students 
in the classroom working on many fun and exciting tech-
nology projects. 
  

All the Science Projects were very well done and each 
followed the scientific method. Walking around and seeing 
how much time and effort was put into these projects was 
great, and made us proud! 
  

Special thanks goes to PTA Chair Melissa Voight and all 
parents and teachers who came out to volunteer their time 
to help make Science Night a huge success. We couldnôt 
have done it without your assistance. 

Science and Technology Night '09: A Recap 
By Lisa Warden, 5th Grade Teacher 

Students gather around the ñexpand-a-balloonò station. (Photo courtesy 
of Melissa Voight) 

Fifth-grade science project boards filled the multipurpose room . (Photo 
courtesy of Lily Chin) 
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Happy Birthday, Dr. Seuss! 
By Kristen Miller, ATS Reading Specialist 
 

Dr. Seuss would have turned 105 on Monday, March 2, 2009. It seems 
fitting that we had a snow day on this fun-loving authorôs birthday. He 
probably would have loved playing in the snow and having fun with his 
friends. In fact, Dr. Seuss was quite a prankster! Once at a dinner party, 
an old friend fell asleep while sitting in a chair. Dr. Seuss drew his famous 
characters all over the manôs shirt. Boy, was that man surprised when he 
woke up! Itôs not surprising that Dr. Seuss was so good-natured. After all, 
he created exciting books like Green Eggs and Ham, The Cat and the Hat, 
Horton Hears a Who, and so many others. Dr. Seuss shared his entertain-
ing nature with all of us through his wonderful stories. 
  

ATS celebrated Dr. Seussôs birthday and ñRead Across Americaò day  
during the week of March 2ï6

 
with a variety of activities. On Tuesday, 

students were greeted by a ñCat in the Hat,ò resembling Ms. Hawthorne. They were treated to a Dr. Seuss story in their 
classrooms and received a bookmark. On Thursday, students participated in Design Brief projects that had them working 
with a Seuss-like problem. For instance, some classes had to create their own zany animal to fit into the zoo from If I 
Ran the Zoo. Other classes had to make an original and creative hat that rivaled the Catôs. Students created Truffula 
Trees (from The Lorax), and built a device to protect an egg (from Horton Hatches the Egg). Whatever the project, stu-
dents worked together to solve a problem and creatively come up with a solution. 
  

After the projects were wrapped up, all students were treated to a fabulous Dr. Seuss play put on by Mrs. Rensôs 3rd 
grade classroom. As they ñboingedò around the stage, they shared some valuable lessons about treating people equally 
and fairly with a little help from some Sneetches. Bravo, Mrs. Rensôs class! Great Job! 
  

Read Across America Day was a huge success and re-
minded us again that reading is not only important to our 
learning, but that itôs a whole lot of fun! Boing boing! 

News from the Music Department:  

A Celebration of ñMusic and Art in  

Our Schoolsò Month 
By Kelly Breedlove, ATS Vocal Music Teacher 
 

Wednesday, March 18, was the ninth annual ATS music 
recital presented by third, fourth, and fifth grade students. 
Sixty students performed instrumental and vocal solos, 
duets, or small ensembles. There were 16 third graders, 
22 fourth graders, 21 fifth graders, and 1 sixth grade ATS 
alumni. The musical selections ranged from classical to 
folk and pop. In addition to the wonderful music, Ms. 
Perez put together a fantastic slide show of student art-
work that was viewed throughout the eveningôs perform-
ances. 
  

Following the recital, students were treated to a lovely re-
ception in the art room. A special thank-you goes to 
Nancy Burnham, Rose Yong, and Julie Wilkie for helping 
decorate the gym (our recital hall) and organize the recep-
tion! Thanks to all who supported the evening with your 
contributions and attendance. We are so fortunate to have 
so many talented youngsters at ATS and parents who 
support the arts! 

Students in Ms. Prior's class work together to create a 
Truffula Tree (from The Lorax) (Photo courtesy of Kris-
ten Miller) 

Cello Lessons 
John Kaboff 

Performing Artist and Teacher 

 
     Ages 4-18 

                  Beginner-Advanced Level 

Traditional and Suzuki Methods 

Emphasis on Solo and Ensemble Skills 

Students Perform Locally and Internationally 

     Students Performed with Yo-Yo Ma @ the WORLD CELLO CONGRESS III (2000) 

 Email: CelloDoctor@aol.com        703 534 3940 


